Trout Unlimited Headwaters Chapter 642 Newsletter

Volume 8 No. 2 - June 2007

President’'s Report

Headwaters Chapter members have been busy thisgspri
Fly-tying classes at Northern School, fly tying/fighing for
the public at Gander Mountain in Bemidji, trout mtiag and,
of course, the opening of trout season provided aflactivity.
The helicopter drop in the Straight River is thiesa of these
projects.

The summer promises to be very active, with fighin
the Hex hatch after our June 23 Chapter meetiRark Rapids
starting out club activities. The calendar showsuenber of
additional stream improvement activities. Taketthe to get
out and enjoy time on the stream in the fishingvégtfish has
brought us all together as trout fisherman.

Treasures Report

The chapter’s treasury has a current balance 05.%24 The
rod raffle to be completed this summer will addteo $500 to
the treasury. On going expenses for the newslatterunt to
approximately $70 per quarter.

Fly Rod Raffle

Vince Cafaro again built a beautiful 4-weight figdr for our
“fly rod raffle”. Ticket sales have been going yewell.
Members at the March

meeting each took a share of

the tickets with them and are

selling them prior to the June

meeting. The drawing for the

winner at the June meeting

will be of great interest. Last

year’'s winner, Dick

Valentine enjoyed making good use of Vince's hamdkwon
the trout streams and with some nice bluegills.

Northern School Fly Fishing/Fly tying Class

Vince Cafaro coordinate the availability of chaptembers to
successfully help Jeff Wade, the Northern Schdbdlggade
teacher put on another fly tying/fly fishing clagsr his
students. This
was the 3 year
of this project,
which  again
concluded with
the class
members
gathering at the
Clearwater
River to
successfully
utilize the flies they had tied to catch some biéalutainbow
and brown trout that had recently been stockederritver.
The Clearwater sessions for the class concludéd avivery
pleasant fish fry.

Chapter Meeting — Saturday June 23
KHAN’'S Restaurant - Park Rapids

The June meeting is scheduled to start at 3:0Cadj@lrn by
5:00 PM for dinner. The dinner will be followed hiie

opportunity to fish the Straight River for its giyabrown trout.

There will be “consultants” available to assistdhdrom our of]
the Park Rapids area in appropriately locating gelues for
“fishing the Hex hatch”.

Khan’s restaurant is located on highway
immediately to the east of the Fishhook river beidg Park
Rapids.

Trout in The Classroom

Steve Young, Northern School teacher Jeff Wade, DNR
Fisheries staff, Tony Kennedy and Dennis Johnsah Bob
Frazey actively pursued getting a Trout in The €Hasm
project started at Northern School. Details comicegy trout in

the classroom projects may be found on the web. site
www.troutintheclassroom.org

The project involving an aquarium, chiller and
associated equipment, allows the students to hetcih eggs,
nurture them to planting size and plant them iesighate trout
stream. Project funding was secured from the HNrils
Foundation of Bemidji and is scheduled to get undgrat the
start of the school year. We will report more dstia the next
newsletter

River Easements

Tony Kennedy, with the Bemidji DNR Fisheries office
successfully negotiated the paper work for 3 addéti
easements on the Clearwater River. This will exkténe
designated trout water both west of the Beltraminty line
into Clearwater county and to the north of theroaitl grade
public land to two additional parcels of privatada

Additional easements are being pursued for the
Necktie River and the Bungashing River.

For those not familiar with the easement proctss,
land owner receives a one time payment to provigerpetual
easement for fishing the river by the public. Easementis 60
feet from the center of the river to allow fishiagcess only.
This is still private land and should be affordetht respect by
the anglers.

Clearwater River Research

Steve Young, a chapter member and Tony Kennedyhef t
Bemidji DNR Fisheries office have been working atiecting
data concerning the trout

in the Clearwater River.

Data loggers to record

temperature and

dissolved oxygen were

installed in the river in

February but equipment

problems delayed

gathering the quality of

data needed. Oxygen
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samples were also taken at that time in a numbethefr areas
of the river at that time. We would like to knavhy does the
Clearwater have very minimal carryover of the trplanted

each year to the following year?

GPS tags are planned to be placed in a numbeuudf t
this fall to further examine what happens to tloatremaining
at the end of trout season. Is it the river andniaters or is it
otter, osprey, eagles or other predation.? Stagddor further
information in the future.

Necktie River - Christmas Tree Project

John Sorensen and Tony Kennedy are teaming up to pu

together a group of volunteers for a stream impmoemt
project on the Necktie river in August. A numbéGhristmas
trees will be placed in strategic positions in tiver to provide
cover and improved flow. A similar project was danted in
2005 resulting in very positive improvements in segment of
the river covered by the project. Contact Jol2l&:751-0692,
if you have not already signed up to help with firigject.

Minnesota TU Web Site

Through the cooperation of web master Chad Chistenthe
Minnesota TU web sitemntu.orgnow has the Headwaters
Chapter newsletter available to the public. Youemcouraged
to check out the Minnesota TU web site. It proside
significant amount of information you will find botnteresting
and useful. It also lets you keep up with whaeotthapters in
Minnesota are doing for activities and enhancing habitat for
trout

Gander Mtn fly fishing/fly tying for the public

The Gander Mountain lodge room was well filled with
interested fly fishermen and potential fly fishemm@n March
3, when the Headwaters Chapter provided fly tying #ly
fishing instruction to all interested fisherman. sfgnificant
turn out of Chapter

members provided hands

on instruction in fly

tying to a lot of

individuals who had the

interest, but were afraid

to take the plunge into

fly fishing without some

direct experience and

encouragement. A

number of participants expressed an interestiimghavolved
with future TU activities.

Mike Zicus returns to Chapter Newsletter Staff

The staff for the Headwaters TU Newsletter has temibMike
who was associate editor when Bob Frazey startbtishing
the newsletter has returned to make a huge voluste# of
two again. Bob is happy for his return and loaksverd to his
touch in gathering and reporting all the trout news

Straight River Helicopter Log Drop Project

President Dallas Hudson in cooperation with EdiarEvof the

Park Rapids fisheries office are coordinatingHiedicopter log

drop in the Straight River again this year. Thejget is

scheduled for promptly at 9:00 AM June™4k the county line
bridge. Last years project had very positive Itesfor the

portion of the river that received the treatmentVe look

forward to another successful project this yedease contact
Dallas at 218-652-4530 to let him know that you i able to
help.

New LL Bean Flyrods for TU Fly Fishing Classes
The Trout Unlimited headquarters received a gergerou
donation of $25,000 of LL Bean trout fishing equgmh this
spring. A request for a portion of this equipmeast submitted
for the Headwaters 642 Chapter. We were fortuttateceive
4 complete fly rod outfits, plus a couple of trowtts. The rod
packages were opened by the Northern School Gtasd) like
Christmas Eve, and put to good use with the othes that we
received from St Croix Rods a few years ago, ichéesy the
casting and stream portion of the class at Nort&etool.

Headwaters TU joins Leach Lake Watershed Associatio
in preserving a portion of the Kabekona river

TU president Dallas Hudson will present a checkTax
Mellby, chair of the conservation land committeetfte Leech
Lake Watershed Foundation. The funds will be usedttie
recent purchase of a land parcel including KabekGneek
frontage. The Foundation works cooperatively wigmd
owners and local governments to foster land usetipes that
protect water quality throughout the Leech Lakeaar&he
check went toward the project of property purchasehich
preserves an important section of the stream imabelgi
adjacent to Kabekona Lake.
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Bemidji Area Trout Stream Maps
The Bemidji area trout streams, Clearwater, Necktigucker
Brook now have maps available from the Bemidji DNR
Fisheries office or on line at:
http://www.dnr.state.mn.us/areas/fisheries/bentidjitmaps.
html
Tony Kennedy of the Bemidji Fisheries Office plug tmaps
together this spring to facilitate fishermen bedtnde to locate
the streams, know what is public land and whereedg=ments
are.

Trout Stocking Went Well

Headwaters Chapter members again
assisted the Bemidji Minnesota DNR
Fisheries staff in planting the area
streams with trout. The planting this year inclddthe

following streams: ) ) )
Vince Cafaro stocks some good looking Brook Trauthe

Clearwater River 1,500 Rainbow trout al
1,500 brown trout Necktie River.

Necktie River 500 Brook trout

Sucker Brook 500 Brook trout

The Clearwater River stocking was followed by &eot
successful tailgate brats and beverage social luthe
handicapped access parking lot.

First Trout of the Night — The class is a success!

Fish Fry for the Northern School Class at the Gleder River
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handicapped access

Headwaters Chapter 2007 Calendar
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15" Helicopter Drop in Straight River —
9:00 AM at the County Line

23¢  Chapter Meeting - park Rapids
Khan”s Resuarnt
3:00 PM - 5:00 PM
5:00 PM Dinner

Fish the Straight River Hex Hatch after meeting and
dinner. Local consultants available.

?? Trout stocking - Clearwater?

July B Stream work ?

August Board Meeting

Stream Work - Christmas tree project on the

Necktie
September
October Chapter Meeting
Tim Holzkamm’s home, Bad Medicine Lake
November Board Meeting

Decemberl® week Chapter Meeting
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